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DOMENICI:   IT’S TIME TO ADDRESS LINK 
BETWEEN MENTAL ILLNESS AND VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

New Legislation Stresses Treatment & Early Intervention

WASHINGTON -- With more Americans becoming weary of increasingly shocking
acts of tragic violence, U.S. Senator Pete Domenici today introduced legislation to address
the troublesome link between mental illness and acts of violence and suicide.

Domenici, joined by Senator Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.), today unveiled the MentalMental
Health Early Intervention, Treatment, and Prevention Act of 2000Health Early Intervention, Treatment, and Prevention Act of 2000.  This bill
would authorize a series of programs to raise awareness about mental illness, increase
resources for the screening, diagnosis, and treatment of mental illness, and, finally,
increase resources to enable the criminal justice system to respond more effectively to
persons with mental illness.

“It is time for Americans to realize that a disturbing number of the most horrific and
sad cases of murder and violence in the United States are sadly linked to people who
suffer from undiagnosed or untreated mental illnesses.  At the same time, we should begin
taking action to see that these unfortunate people receive and continue to get treatment,”
Domenici said.

“We live in an enlightened age where mental illness is treatable,” he said.  “The
Domenici-Kennedy bill is an effort to stop some of these terrible acts of violence
committed by some mentally ill individuals against others and themselves.  We must make
the public more aware of mental illnesses and treatments.

“Unfortunately, there is no place that a community can take these individuals for
help.  The police can do very little and likewise for hospitals.  I believe we must come
together as a nation to find a community based solution so when someone sees an
individual in obvious need of help, they will know what to do.”

According to Justice Department statistics, 25-40 percent of individuals in the
United States with a mental illness come into contact with the criminal justice system each
year.  Sixteen percent of individuals incarcerated in state and local jails suffer from a
mental illness.  About 30,000 Americans, including 2,000 children and adolescents,



commit suicide each year.

The Domenici-Kennedy bill would authorize:
! A Mental Illness Anti-Stigma and Suicide Prevention Campaign;
! Emergency Mental Health Centers to serve as the central receiving point in

communities for families, friends, emergency medical personnel, and law
enforcement to take an individual possibly in need of emergency mental health
services;

! Training for teachers and medical personnel to identify and respond to individuals
with a mental illness;

! Mental Health Courts that maintain separate dockets and handle only cases
involving individuals with a mental illness;

! Blue Ribbon Panel to make recommendations on issues relating to mental illness. 
It will focus on diagnosis and treatment, and the interaction between mental illness
and the criminal justice system; and,

! Increased Funding for innovative treatment and research.

The five-year authorization bill would authorize $586.5 million for these programs
in FY2001, and such sums as necessary in the remaining years.  The bill will be referred to
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee.

The New York Times recently published (April 9-12) a four-part series on “rampage
killers,” reviewing 100 such cases and finding that of the 100 killers, 47 of the individuals
had a history of mental health problems and 42 had previously been seen by a mental
health professional.

The following is a summary of provisions in the bill:

Anti-Stigma Campaign and Suicide Prevention Campaign

< The bill proposes an anti-stigma campaign using media and public education,
aimed at reducing the stigma often associated with mental illness.

Training for Teachers, Emergency Services Personnel, and Primary Care Professionals

< The bill proposes a program to provide training to teachers and emergency services
personnel to identify and respond to individuals with mental illness, and to raise
awareness about available mental health resources.  A separate program will
provide continuing education of primary care professionals in the delivery of
mental health care.

Emergency Mental Health Centers



< The Centers will serve as a specific site in communities for individuals in need of
emergency mental health services, and will also provide mobile crisis intervention
teams.

Jail Diversion Demonstration

< A demonstration initiative will create 125 programs to divert individuals with
mental illness from the criminal justice system to community-based services.

Suicide Prevention Across the Life Spectrum

< A program to provide timely assessment and referral for treatment for children,
adolescents, and adults at risk for suicide, with priority given to groups
experiencing high or increasing rates of suicide.

Mental Illness Treatment Grants

< A grant program will be available to develop or expand treatment services for
mental illness in communities with urgent or emerging need for such services.  Grants
will also be available to provide integrated treatment for individuals with a serious
mental illness and a co-occurring substance abuse disorder; the emphasis will be on
individuals with a history of involvement with law enforcement or a history of
unsuccessful treatment.

Mental Illness Outreach Screening

< A grant program will be established to conduct outreach screening to identify
individuals with a mental illness or with a mental illness and a co-occurring
substance abuse disorder, and provide appropriate referrals for treatment.

Centers of Excellence for Post-traumatic Stress and Related Disorders

< A grant program will be established to support national and regional centers of
excellence to respond to psychological trauma, and to psychiatric disorders resulting
from witnessing or experiencing a traumatic event.

Expanded Role of the National Institute of Mental Health

< The National Institute of Mental Health will study the factors that contribute to
noncompliance with outpatient treatment plans.  It will also establish centers of
excellence for research, and increase the number of basic and clinical researchers.

Increased Coordination of Children’s Services



< A program will be established to improve outcomes among at-risk children by
integrating child welfare and mental health services.

Blue Ribbon Commission

< The Commission will make recommendations on issues relating to mental illness.  It
will focus on diagnosis and treatment, and the interaction between mental illness and
the criminal justice system.

Mental Health Courts

< This demonstration program will create 125 Mental Health Courts with separate
dockets to handle cases involving individuals with a mental illness.  These individuals
will be voluntarily assigned to out-patient or in-patient mental health treatment as an
alternative sentence.

Mental Health Screening and Treatment in Jails and Prisons

< A pilot program will be created to provide states and local governments with funds
to screen, evaluate, and treat individuals with mental illness in local jails or state
prisons.

Law Enforcement Mental Health Training

< This program will train law enforcement officers to identify and effectively respond
to individuals with a mental illness and to educate police officers about available
mental health resources.
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